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The Tuesday, September 28, 2004
Boone County Genealogical Society 

Meeting will be held at the Thorntown Library at 7:00 P.M.

CCGS Board will meet at 6:00 P.M.
Officer Nominating Committee will meet at 5:45 P.M.

(Laverna Truitt, Karla Laughner, Malvis Grisel & Cherry Grisel)

Pat Gooldy of "Ye Olde Genealogy Shoppe"
Will be our guest. Pat will be bringing Genealogical Supplies.

 

Lebanon Public Library

Jamey Hickson, Heritage Room Librarian
Email: lplgen@bccn.boone.in.us

104 E. Washington Street, Lebanon IN 46052
Phone: 765-482-3460

Ralph W. Stark - Heritage Room:
http://www.bccn.boone.in.us/LPL/GenealogyVet1.htm

Library Website: 
http://www.bccn.boone.in.us/LPL/

Library Hours:
Monday - Thursday 9:00am - 8:00pm

Friday 9:00am - 6:00 pm
Saturday 9:00am - 5:00pm

Thorntown Public Library

Linda L. White, Local History / Systems Librarian
Email: llwhite@bccn.boone.in.us

124 N. Market Street, Thorntown, IN 46071
Phone: (765)436-7348 Fax: (765)436-7011

Guinn Genealogy Center:
http://www.bccn.boone.in.us/tpl/genealogy.htm
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Library Website:
http://www.bccn.boone.in.us/tpl

Library Hours:
Monday & Friday 10:00am-6:00pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 10:00am-8:00pm
Saturday 10:00am-4:00pm

 

Membership Form - BOONE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY - Dues $10.00 per year
Please Send Membership Form and Dues to: BCGS. Box 83, Thorntown, IN 46071

Name_______________________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________

City____________________________ State _______________ Zip Code _______________

Phone Number ____________________________ E-mail _____________________________

PAGE INDEX
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The Thorntown High School Cornerstone

Submitted By Robert Lee Gillan - 1 Oct 2001

4
The Old School Bell

Submitted By Robert Lee Gillan

5
Post Card Picture of Thorntown Public Schools

Thorntown, Indiana - No Date
Submitted By Dennis W. Laughner

5 Photos from Past BCGS's Meetings

6
Copy of the top section of page 2
Lebanon Patriot Newspaper

Lebanon, Indiana - Thursday, March 4, 1880

7
Copy of the middle section of page 2

Lebanon Patriot Newspaper
Lebanon, Indiana - Thursday, March 4, 1880

8
Copy of the bottom section of page 2

Lebanon Patriot Newspaper
Lebanon, Indiana - Thursday, March 4, 1880

9 - 10 BCGS 2004 Awards Nomination Form

11
Ready to Go? An article worth sharing from

Ancestry Daily News - 15 Nov 1999
Michael John Neill
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Information
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The Thorntown High School Cornerstone
Submitted By Robert Lee Gillan - 1 October 2001

For all of us that look around ourselves and our situation as we live
out our lives, we draw a special inspiration from the efforts that 
those of the generations before us put forth to help each child have
the best opportunities that could be provided. This community had
the old Brown Academy which was a sort of day school and a
boarding school for our youth in the years about the time of the
Great Civil War.

Then in 1894 a new high school was built just north where our
present post-office now stands on North Market Street. It was facing
a westerly direction and was located only about a hundred and fifty
feet from an elementary school that flourished after the days of the
Brown Academy. The bells of this elementary school and the
academy are preserved and are mounted today on brick posts at the
entrance of the Thorntown elementary School on Mills Street.

Thorntown citizens had elected a school board made up of three of
its prominent citizens. Their greatest aim and main project was to
plan a new high school with an accredited four-year educational
program. They accomplished their goal. In 1894 the cornerstone or
nameplate that was made from a great slab of Indiana limestone,
measuring nearly four feet long and twenty four inches wide and
about four inches thick was mortared into place high above its
westerly entrance or large front doors. This stone announced to the
world that this was the Thorntown High School and it was built in
1894. Few small communities could boast of such an important
venture. The building was made of red brick, brought in on the
railroad, and accented in beautiful gray-white limestone. Soon after
this time a new gymnasium was built between this new high school
and the old elementary school. In 1915 the state basketball 
championship was won by a team that was trained in this gym. The
trophy is now on display in the Thorntown Room of the Thorntown
Heritage Museum.

The student body of this school system was made up of children of
the residents of the town of Thorntown. Just before World War I the
town of Thorntown had an offer from the Carnegie Foundation to pay
for one-half of a town library to enhance the educational
opportunities of the new public school system. The library was built
and today it still stands and, more than ever before, enhances the
lives of those living in this community and the surrounding
countryside.

The children of parents living in the rural townships of Boone county
were educated in a great number of one-roomed country schools. 
After finishing the eight grade they could pay tuition and provide
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their own transportation to attend the new high school in Thorntown.
Many of these young people just abandoned the idea of any further
formal education. Many hired out as farm hands or domestic hired
girls.

After World War I operation of the city school system in Thorntown
was handed over to the township trustee of Sugar Creek Township.
School hacks drawn by horses carried students to school in those
days. Model-T Ford yellow motor buses soon were in use.

My family had some experience with getting to school in Thorntown
before there were buses provided. My two older sisters were first to
attend this modern high school. These were Mary Frances Gillan
Joseph and Gladys Jewell Gillan Thrasher. Mary graduated in 1928
and Gladys received her diploma in 1929. I graduated from
Thorntown High School in 1924. The credits I earned were readily
accepted at Indianapolis University.

A new high school was built on Mills Street in the 1960 era and the
old school building stood empty after nearly eighty years of use. In
1973 the Thorntown High School and the Elementary School in Sugar 
Creek Township consolidated with Jackson, Jefferson and Washington
Townships to give birth to Western Boone School System.

- PAGE 3 -

In 1973 the elementary school became the sole occupant of the Mill
Street school building. There was no longer a Thorntown High
School. At the Alumni Banquet in 1970 a pioneer graduate of the first
class in the new building in 1894 spoke to those in attendance. She
was Olive Jaques Moore, born on November 27, 1873. Her parents
were Ezekiel Ross Jaques and Rose Sering Jaques. Her father
operated the E. R. Jaques Poultry Company on South Pearl Street.
Olive Jaques married E. Ward Moore who became a partner in the
poultry company with her brother, William Ezekiel Jaques. Mrs.
Moore, then 97 years old, told of her graduation class which
contained only seven students. I failed to make a list of these other
graduates that night. 

Olive Jaques Moore died at age 98 on March 21, 1971 and is buried
in Maple Lawn Cemetery near Thorntown. My family had a warm
association with Ward and Olive Moore. For twenty-eight years our
family lived on their farm southwest of Thorntown. My youngest
brother was named Ward Devon Gillan after this good man and land
owner. All of the eight children of our family spent our youth on this
farm. This farm is now owned by members of the Gillan Family.

My brother William Earnest Gillan was Sugar Creek Township Trustee
for eight years at the time when the building built in 1894 was
abandoned. It fell his task to demolish the beloved old structure that
had been the place where each child of our family had received the
high school diploma. He engaged the Noble Ratts firm of Indianapolis
to remove the building so the land could be sold as home lots.

I watched the bright red bricks as they were broken apart and hauled
off to Indianapolis to be snapped up by contractors and used on 
houses that were to have antique brick exteriors. Each day as I
drove home from a day of teaching in Indianapolis I would stop by to
see how the demolition work was progressing. I was interested in
saving the cornerstone or nameplate that still rested high above the
westerly entrance.
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The north wall of the building was coming down slowly. As the wall
torn down, great truck-loads of the fancy red bricks, there since
1894, were loaded and heaped up for their trip to Indianapolis
building sites.

One afternoon when I kept my appointment or vigil with this
destruction, I realized that the great swinging ball would be past the
west entrance by the rime I returned on the morrow. All the next day
I watched the clock, glance after glance, amid the lessons. Dismissal
time finally arrived. Paper grading would have to be done at home
after the farm chores were done and our supper was finished. 

Away I hurried to pick up my wife, Roxie, at Arsenal Savings and
Loan on Washington Street. Then we sped off to Thorntown.
Oldsmobiles can really go fast sometimes. At the site I could see the
great west doors and the wall overhead had been leveled. Hurrying
up the pile of rubble, I could see the gray-white limestone nameplate
lying partially covered, but intact, in the rubble. My heart leaped! The
stone had survived the fall from about forty feet above the ground. I
threw back piece after piece of debris until ----- there it lay! Before
my eyes was the emblem of much history that had touched the lives
of hundreds of Thorntown youth. Now, to get to be the owner. A
woman nearby approached me after she had dispatched another
truck. I asked her how much she would have to have for that
limestone slab.

She replied, "We get one dollar for every limestone rock." My hand
flew to my hip pocket and with fumbling fingers I produced a one
dollar bill. My pulse quickened, for I now owned the prized stone.

- PAGE 4 -

Off I hurried to back the car up to the great pile of bricks. I made a
brief search and found two heavy floor joists that were exactly the
same length. Raising the trunk lid I placed these support pieces 
between the stone and the car bumper. Slowly I slid the four inch
thick stone onto these boards. It was far heavier than I believed it
might be. The closer I slid the stone along toward the car, the more
the car wanted to squat down. After much exertion and some agony
along with one bruised thumb I closed the trunk lid. We started
home to the farm ----- very slowly.

After getting into some farm clothes and putting on a pair of leather
gloves that I had used when baling hay, I wrestled the sleepy giant
slab out of the car trunk and leaned it against a wall in the garage.
Now, what would I ever do with it? Who would rekindle their
treasured memories of their days spent at Thorntown High School by
looking at this dirty old slab of rock? Well, I would. So after about ten
years I addressed the Alumni Banquet attendees to test the interest
the group might have as to where we could display this nameplate.
Everything fell dead quiet! Who was this killjoy that would bring up
such a worthless idea?

A few more years went by. Thorntown had a museum. Could I get
them to put this on display? Quietness reigned once more. Not much
ever came of the idea of a place for this stone in the museum. Just
before the festival one year I built a display platform and laced the
stone on it. It had a nice appearance to me. When I pulled my truck
up to the west side of the museum, five of us carried the platform
into the center room and placed it in a corner. There it remained
until 2001 when Karen Niemeyer, our museum treasurer and local
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librarian, engaged a local woman to help her lay out a Victorian
Garden on the east side of the museum lot. Here they placed the
stone on an elevated earth mound amid a very pleasant floral
planting and put an antique brick walk in front of it.

Now, I stand in front of my prize on many occasions. My heart never
fails to tell me where we are. It quickens to say, "Bob, we are safe
here, at last. After coming a long way together, let us never forget
that we beat all of the worst odds that we could ever expect to face
and escaped destruction."

I was able to get a nice load of bricks from the old gymnasium. I still
have these at my farm. Every one of these bricks are much loved. 
Someday we will find a permanent home for them by building some
type of historical project.

Today, not one stick or stone remains where this great cornerstone
nameplate reigned supreme over all. Quiet homes now spread across
the entire area. So many Thorntown High School alumni like Olive
Jaques Moore, of the first graduating class in 1894, who have gone
on and those of us tottering along who yet remain will never forget
what this school did for each of us. This venerable old piece of rock,
resting in the Thorntown Heritage Museum Victorian Garden, will
always look up at us and remind us of who we are and how far we
have come. 

Robert Lee Gillan - 1 October 2001

RETURN TO INDEX

 

The Old School Bell

Ah! Let us ring that old school bell again 
that once pealed out our call to school,

Where classmates romped in endless glee. 
And let the ringing carry us back

When spinning tops and jumping ropes 
completely filled our childish minds.

Just in our memory now, the old school stands 
Timeless --- tugging still, at our heart strings.

Now no more will the worn rope know
the gentle grasp of our teacher's hand.
Oh, fold those worn old books away ---

and let the bell rest from its chore
For it shall not call to us, again!

- Robert Lee Gillan - 

RETURN TO INDEX
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This is a scanned copy of the
Thorntown Public Schools, Thorntown, Indiana 
There wasn't a date stamped on this Postcard Photo 

Submitted By Dennis Laughner. 

 

A few Photos from Past 
Boone County Genealogical Society Meetings

At our August 24, 2004 meeting our guest speakers were 
M. Teresa Baer, Kathleen M. Breen, & Judith Q. McMullen 
who spoke about the new book that they had just finished 
indexing and had published, "Centennial Farms of Indiana".

"Centennial Farms of Indiana"

$24.95 
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With Genealogical Indexes 
By Ruth Dorrel 

and was Published by the 
Indiana Historical Society Press

Photo of an
Indiana Historical Society's

Centennial Farm Family Plaque
that had been awarded to 

the Burgess Family

For more information about this book please visit 
the Indiana Historical Society's Website - Family History Book Section

http://www.indianahistory.org/historymarket/store/

 

 

 

Ann Carter 
was the Guest Speaker 
at the April 27, 2004 
meeting held at the

Sugar Plain Friends Church.

She spoke about the
Underground Railroad

as an 1862 Quaker Lady.

 

RETURN TO INDEX
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BOONE COUNTY 
GENEALGICAL SOCIETY

2004 AWARDS NOMINATION FORM

Please take time to fill out this Nomination Form. The return address is already on the
back, 

Fold in thirds, add a stamp and mail back or bring to the BCGS meeting in October.

The Awards Ceremony will take place at the Tuesday, November 23rd, 2004 
BCGS meeting at 7:00 pm being held at the Thorntown Library along with the 

Installation of New Officers for 2005. Thank You for your Nominations!

AWARD NOMINATIONS INCLUDE (please check one):

____ Certificate of Appreciation
____ Award of Merit
____ Outstanding Service Award

Name: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________

BCGS Member: ____Yes ____No

Contributions: ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

Nominated By: __________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________

Your Signature: _________________________________________________________

BCGS Member: ____ Yes ____ No
Date: ________________________________

Recommended for Approval: ____ Yes ____ No 
Date: ________________________________

Approved By Award Committee: ____ Yes ____ No
Date: ________________________________

Chairperson's Signature: _________________
Date: ________________________________

RETURN TO INDEX

- PAGE 10 -

PLEASE RETURN YOUR 2004 AWARDS NOMINATION FORM TO:

________________________
________________________
________________________
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TO:

BOONE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

2004 AWARDS NOMINATION FORM

P.O. Box 83
THORNTOWN, IN 46071

 

RETURN TO INDEX
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Ready to Go? 

Article worth sharing from Ancestry Daily News - Michael John Neill - 15 Nov 1999

As morbid as it sounds, when I go I want my death certificate filled out accurately and my
mother's maiden name spelled correctly in my obituary. It would be deeply ironic if such
information were incorrect in the final records of a genealogist. However, a genealogist
needs to think about more than his or her death certificate or obituary.

If, heaven forbid, you were to die in the next few days, what would happen to your
genealogical materials? Can you even locate them? Could anyone else? Are they
somewhat organized? Could your spouse or someone else step in and figure out what you
were doing and what was what? If you live far from family members, do you have important
information where it can easily be located? Would someone be tempted to "dump" your
genealogy information rather than ship it to a person or a place that would take it?

Is there anyone who would even want your collection of information? Are your materials in
such a disorganized state that anyone would even bother with them? As you have
researched, have you indicated where you obtained copies of various papers? Would
someone receiving your files have any idea where the information you have originated? Or
would your materials be simply a collection of photocopies of pages from various books
and printouts from web sites whose original source was unknown? Is there anyone who
would want such materials? Would you want such materials from someone else?

Have you done something with your genealogical information, besides collecting more of
it? Are your photographs, newspaper clippings, and other materials inventoried and
organized 
in a fashion that someone else could determine what your collection contained?

Do you have a preference for what will happen to your materials when you are no longer
among the living? Or will the individual in charge of your affairs simply dump your papers
into garbage bags for the trash man? You may need to stipulate such information in your
will or estate planning.

Find out if the person or group you wish to have your materials actually wants them. Some
libraries and archives are facing space constraints and may have to turn down material,
especially undocumented and unorganized material. This type of material has a greater
chance of being refused. If your material is organized, have you considered microfilming
it as a way to preserve it for future generations?

Have you attempted to preserve old letters or other handwritten materials by transcribing
them and donating copies to relevant libraries or archives? This is an excellent way to
preserve such records. The transcription should be done accurately, carefully, and
thoughtfully. Make certain to use archival safe materials in which to store these relics of
your past.

Are you the only one who knows the identity of individuals in certain pictures? Are you the
only one who knows what family member made or purchased the antique dresser or table
that sits in your home? Share this information. You don't have to give the furniture away
just yet, but let others know about it so that its history does not disappear when you are
gone. 
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Have you written or compiled a documented family history and distributed copies on high
quality paper to interested persons and relevant libraries? Are you preserving your
information in other ways besides electronic media? It won't last forever and there's little
guarantee that the file format you use today will be readable in twenty years. Are you
sharing your data responsibly in an attempt to preserve it? 

It is not just death we should be concerned about? What if your home burned? Have you
shared some of your information with others so that re-obtaining it would not be onerous?
Are there any personal family artifacts that you may wish to store somewhere besides your
home? Are some of your materials at risk of being flooded in your basement?

No one likes to think of that time when they will no longer be among the living. Yet it
happens to all of us. The near death of a twenty-seven year old family member and a
clipping sent to me by a long time associate have personally reinforced in me the need for
such preparation. Genealogists should leave behind more than boxes of unorganized
papers and computer diskettes.

All of us need to give some thought to these issues to ensure that the genealogical
information we have worked so hard to collect actually outlives us. 

Remember: Genealogist - - - - preserve thyself. 

Copyright 2000, MyFamily.com.
This article may be reproduced in whole or in part for non-commercial purposes 

provided that proper attribution (including author name) and copyright notices are included.

RETURN TO INDEX
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BOONE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
Dues $10.00 per year - BCGS, Box 83, Thorntown, IN 46071

2004 Boone County Genealogical Society - Officers

President Vice President Secretary Treasurer Newsletter Editor
Laverna Truitt John Sheets Larry Truitt Marilyn Wall Karla Laughner

Boone County Genealogical Society meets on the fourth Tuesday of each month
except July and December when there is no meeting.

Location of the meeting will be announced the month prior tot he next meeting
Thorntown Public Library - Lebanon Public Library - Sugar Plain Friends Church

* All meetings are open to the public *

Note: 

New BCGS Website Address: 
http://www.bccn.boone.in.us/bcgs/

Also - BCGS Newsletter Online 
http://www.bccn.boone.in.us/bcgs/It's%20All%20Relatives!.htm

Phone: 765-438-7343 Email BCGS: Larry@Truitt.com
Fax: 765-438-7011 Email Newsletter Articles to: klaughner@hotmail.com
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Basic services of the Boone County Genealogical Society 
Include helping people learn how to start tracing family lineage; 

How to write oral histories of their families and autobiographies; Writing 
about family events; and what documents and mementos are meaningful.

 

The Boone County Genealogical Society 
Works in conjunction with both 

The Thorntown Public Library and the Lebanon Public Library.

BACK TO INDEX PAGE


