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r‘-"""g“‘“"*_'i“"““; Office Notes -
pri l Happenings at 310 E, North St. , Lebanon

1976 The Editors are OVERWHELMED by the TREMENDOUS response of the readers to the

V']l. 3 Nﬂ. 6 | cAll for matertal for the special Bicentenntal Editor.

The pages are Mlling up fast, . , with oId photos, and family and personal hifstories
and reminiscences, We will assure everyone mbmitdng mater{al thar if {t arrfves too
late for the Bleentennial Editon, it will be used In future issues of BOONE, Your County
Magazine.

Our 100 ~page spectal editon will definitely be 2 treasured keepsake for years w come
- - «the siwries and photos sibmitted by the readers are ocustandlng.  We thank cach and
everyone, Advance orders are now being accepted at 3L, 50 per copy.  (Includes postape, }

HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN -- To make your appoint- '

ment with Botae County Photogeapher Bill Cripe for
your Bicentennial family porwaie? For $10 you will
teceive a & x § ¢olored phow, with uption for

Boone, Your County
tlagazine, is published
menthly by Ziensyille
Piblicarions, Inc.,
John B, Parsons and
tCatherine Hughes~
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Main Sueat, Zionsville,
Indiana 48477,
Second —class postage
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pald at Lebancn, Ind- o

lana 48052, publication in the special edfton. Call 482 -2336 or -r'—h A

Change of address 1o - 872-3867 before May 1 for your appoinanent, Phi;;::iw "

tices, orders for sub- BOONE, Your County Magagine was named a first BOO KS |

scriptions, and other place winner recently in the stare wide communleations ALSO SOME i

mail should be sent w0 contest sponsored by the Women's Press Club of Indfana, MACA ZINES

F. O, Box 644, Lebanon, Thus, the Magazine will be judged In national ‘I 15" o 50° X

T L6052, competition {n June, Two second place awards were | HOE North 81

Subscription rates are also received by editor and general manager Pat  Lebanon  gx2.339
Lﬁﬂ&ﬂ; — Heldenreich for phatography and editing, ’ ;

YOUR COUNTY MAGAZING

OMfices located in the heart of Boone County, Indiana,

at 30 East {orth St., Lebanon, Hours 10 to 4, Mon. = Fri,
Mafling Address: PO, Box 844, Lebanor, IM 46052
Telephone (31T 48E -3336,

chance 0 become a PATROM
of the RBoone County Magazine
Blcentenn{al Edition, Since
there will be no display adver-
tising in thiz special magazine,
and 100 pages written entiraly
by the peaple of Boone County,
we are asking for parron listings
o halp support this unique ven -
tire, Patrons will have their
names and cities published oo
the inslde covers of the maga-
zine, Send $5, O 10 us now,
along with your name and ad-
dress. Deadline, May I, 1978,
Many, many THANKSIIITY

Mublishers - John B Parsons wod Catherine Wughes-arsons
Editor and Geacrad Meoopager - 1t Heidenreich

Assoeiule eliter - [Talph W, Siark

Staff Fealure Writer - Peany Blaker Kuiz

Iastrthution Manager - Janice Wes

»
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~5F Published monthly in Boone County, Indiana.
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%Wﬂom Our Readers %

\

Dear Sles;

We've been buying
the BOONE wlagazine at
the grocery store all this
tme, Why? Idon't
know. Wsa enjoy it 40
much s I'm enclosing
aoney for a subseripion.
Please starct with the
April fsone,

BOONE Magazine is
such a worthwhile contei-
butlon to this contrmunity.
We're sure all Booneites
and former Booneites must
appreciate it as much as
we do.  Thaok yoo,

Very tuly,
Oon & May Sinmons
Lebanon, In

Dear Sits

Enclosed £4. 50,

Please send a subscrip-
tlen of BOONE County
Magazine to us for cne
year, Alw send a copy
of the fuly speclal
Bicentennial issue.

I was born in Boone
County and lived Iin
Jamestown for &4 years,

Thank you,
Rescoe T. Rebbins
Indianapolis

To the Staff of BOONE County

Magazineg

[ wish to take this opportunity

te Thank You for your fine

article on the Volunteens in
the February e,
ing Mz=, Vietor Borden wkh
these young people, Ihave
enjoyed it immensely, We

tead 50 many things about tha

few who get involved in

In assise=

wrong doings, it tuly was and

{3 a pleasure 0 lnow these
fine young people, that are
interestad in helping others,
I'm sure there ave more of
them in this community and
we will be training them
IO 0.

There are some openings
now, If anyone is interested
ey may call Mrs, Borden

ARAEEFRRREERE R RENRRL NN KX N Ry

Jamestown Plans 76 Celebration

ESTII LT ININEINEIIRRELI LIRSS SRR D

Boone County's oldest wwn, Jamestown, is bustling with
plans for @ special Bicentennial celebratien this year,

tMelvin Hiller, chairman of the celebration, says e
event is slated For May 28, 29, and 30 In the Town Park
Plans are just being launched, but already Include a
parade on Saturday aftetnoon and the decorating of the
town. ldiller safd several dignivarles have been invited
to participats in the parade, along with local high
sehoel bands.

& unfon church service s scheduled for Sunday rotning.
with the Jamestown American Laglon Post conduoting a
memorial service following the chuorch wordiip.

sdembers of the Chamber of Comimerse and the
Amerfcan Legion Post are heading the committec for the
celebration. bes. Wayne Henry is secretary and Ralph
Beam is treasurer. Hiller urges all residents of the
Tariestown community and Boone Counry to join in the
plans and preparations.

Tamestown will celebrate itz 150th birthday in I*.E‘SI}.*

o m}rself

Altho ] do not subsoribe to
the BOONE Magazine, we do
purchase it each oot at
ane of the local merchanes'
sotes.  We really epjoy the
preset type of magarine.

Slpcerely,
Wrs, James [h Miller
Lebancn, Ind,

Another year has passed
and I believe [ is time
for e oo send iy three
dollars for the BOONE
tfapazine for 1976,

Keep it comlng, T have
enjoved I very muct.

Thank you,

Mary 0. Wiysong

Sun City, Calif.
Dear Editor:

Was given some of the
back issues of ROOME
Mapgazine and found them
guite lngetasting, ] was
raised in Boone Co. Many
of the articles bring bacl
nemeries of ones for-
gotten by time,

Wrs, Howard Afies
Pomona, Calif,

Cont'd. on Page 19

BOONZ

may be purchased through {he iallowing
dizitlecors ot 25¢ 0 copy
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Beloved

- Thorntown
Cyrus

~——— by Janice West

Hometown fairs and picnles tend 1o stir one's thongits
back to lost suramers of childhood days, and stir memorfes
of time filled with antcipation for the leng-awaited event
© happen, all the while wondering what new and exciting
things the carnival would bring, and hoping a1l the "really
fun" things of the previous Year would be repeated,  Ag the
tme grew near, the youngsters would stand on the sreaty
locking up and down the dusty roads for the firr sighting of
the camival caravan, When it {Inally was spotted, a mad
tush of children would crowd the grounds, hoping to carch
an advence glimpse of the eurrent attractions,

When the grounds, at last, ware ready for the show 1o
begin, you were taken there by your parears, but usnally
tumed loose with sorme "cash=money” 1o spend as you
pieased, with only a few precautionary words about gambling
and those “certain side —shows, "

Those days of celebration provide especially fond
memories 10 each generation, but, sometimes, what seems
important or even famous in one Eeneration's lifetime Iz lost
to the next generaton,

If the pages of bistary could be fumed back, about [{4
YEArs 350, 10 one such eveat here in Boone County, and if
the memorles of dhose past Eenerations could be recaprured,
people today would surely come o know the noted and well-
loved Cyms Marsh, Bereer known a3 Thormntown Cyrus, he
was an erstwhile philosopher, moral lecturer, and ene of the
best showmen in Boone County,

Cyrus was a native of Stockwell, Mew York, born there In

the era of the 1830%. While stil] an Infant, ke losr his father,

who was laid o rest fn near-by Yorktown, New York, & few
years later ks widowed mother lefr New York with her five
children and brought them & Indiana, In the late 1840's she
Made her way, with her broed, t Thomtown, choosing a
hore on Front Street, From this house she cared for and
tended her offspring snd watched over them, a5 one by one,
they married and left her wing to make homes of thelr Owit,
leaving only Cyrus. .
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Cyrus tarsh was one of cenrai Indiana's beloved
“chatacters” of the past, Better lnown as Thoentown

Cyrs", the man traveled to falrs in the area, offering '|
etertaliment or children of all ages.

-—r - anl

Cytus was different than the rest, He wag slow, mentally,
his afftiction being caused, according o his moiher, "by
doctors placing lee on his head when he was suffering from a
fever while quite young,

By the time he was fifteen, he began to show a restless
SPAME that grew very streng durlng the warni months, and
he began tr leave bome to take fong hikes about the
countyside.  After the death of his beloved mether, In
1884, his nomadic ways fncreased, and for over 20 years
he defled the wishes of his relatives @ stay at home,
chosing Instead a lifestyle of his own by becomlng a
vagabond during the warm months. He came back to
Thorntown during the winters, malking his home n the
"old calaboose, cotirtesy of the town authorities, One
cold day in the early 80's he bufic a huge fire in the fail
stave and ended up buming the whole calaboose w the
ground,

Cyrus was, by no means, a run-of -tte~mill yagabond,
Bls lifesiyle was truly of his own mold, He dearly loved
his freedom and his avels, He would mamp, by foot,
aczass the land carrying his belongings sirapped to his back,
One of his favorite siops were the homewwn fais, with their
exciteient and attractions and it wam'e long witil Cyrus
Put his own act together and jolned the fun. He acquired
a hand mwagon, which he rebufit to suir bis nes=ds, He



trimmed his cart in second -hand callee and clgged up a
portable bed, complete with mosqulto bar, He fived a
harness, of sores, in order to pull his load across country,
thus, leaving his hands free to play his accordian, The
wapon also carrled cooking pear.  His stove was an open
fire and he was said to have been especially fond of pan-
cakes smotheted in molasses, He would make endless
batches, which he generously shared with his dog.  There
way one item In his cart thar brought on more curjousity
than anythlng else. It was an oddity of i own, describad
by some as a huge rag doil and by others a1 a wax doll.
But, whatever, it seemed to be the center of attraction w
Cynis, who peotected £t and carried on long conversatons
with it. Tost of the dme be kept the doll dd in the back
of his wagon, Some sald thar Cyrus claimed 1 as hiy
sweatheart, but those more famillar with him sald that the
daoll wek the place of s mother, whom be was very fond
of and missed so much., The doll drew 3 myystery about ig,
though, and to catch sight of it was a thing 1o il shout,
It wasn't long untll Cyrus, with his cart and doll, was well-
known 41l over Indiana and eastern Nlinois,

The first signs of spring would take Cyrus off o make the
Falr rottnds and his appsarances at the sites were nuch
awaflted events, especially by the young, His ardvals were
not announced by flaming posters, brass band or calllepe,
but by the time he'd reach the outshdrts of a town, he would
be spotted and soon srrounded by a delighted and cheering
band of children who wonld continue to grow o sze as he
made his way to the falrgrounds with hie cazr. He would

begin t set up his one-man -show and start o extract tunes
on his aceordian. Thus, the game would begin, witih

Cyrus trying w play and boys stalking his cart, in hopes of
getting 2 glimpse of the dell. S0, while playing his tunes,
he would also have to ward off attacks on his wagon and fotl
the attempts of the hoys o kidnap the doll.  When patience
was exhausted and forebesancs ¢ceased o be a virtze, he
would pick up a stck and stike out, causing wild panle and
seattering, only (o repeat the whole process i a while,

His accordian praying was not his only act and seon the
children would tire of the game with the doll, So Cyrus
tiad oher atracdons w fall back on.  Cne of his favorite
acts was to dress himself in femaie attire and walk the fajr-
geaunds, parading about with a parasol, mloacing and eapering
in ludicrous efforts to impersonare & Womnlan.

Undameath his folly was a lngering ray of intelligence,
but his ideas always seemed 13 come shert of enabling him
t> make a finaneizl sucoess, One such invention was a
stereascopic peep-show, which touk alent and ability to
consmuct, Usually the scenes were of populas news events.
Perhaps the most famous was a view of a flood complete
with roshing water. Ancther was a woeking scale - model
of a guillotine, The original was used by a man in
Lafayette to commit the most sensational act of suicide
ever carried out in Indiand. People who had seen the
original said that Cyros had reproduced It exactly in his
model, although all he had w 20 by was what people Lad
wld him about ir. .

Cyrus would occasionally rake a beeak from show business

This Is Your Bank!
Locally Owned and Independent
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WITH THESE EXTRA FEATURES

24 Hour Bank Machine (Eagle Village)
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for meetings and parties (Eagle Village)
Travel Department - Complete travel arrangements

at no extra cost

BankAmericard - For safety and convenience
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No Service Charge to Senior Citizens
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THE BOONE COUNTY STATE BANK
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and pose as a locksmith, but the only lock Le was siccesshnl

fn repairing was die one he carried wlth bim. At the thoe
the rafleoad was being bulit through Thorntown, Cyrus was

said o have watched for endless houss as e men 1aid mile
after mile of rail,  About the time of com pletion, he went

10 work buliding his own rail-car and when the track was
opened he made free use of the rafls with his car that was
cemplete with bell to ring ar the crossings,

Dhring Cyrus' Yast years he was adinittad to the Dooge
County Infirmary, suffering from tuberculosis, His
disappearanee from the falcs brought oo a 1ot of conment
from Iocal newspapers Wanting him back, and poor Cyrus
himself suffered from the confinement during 1 fair
s2asirn.  An article appeared in the Fienear on April 26,
1888, saying, " Thommwwo Cytus, who has been mialing
the County House his hotne for the past two or three YeAaLs,
is growning restless with the approzeh of warm weather,
and has been selickeing aid w put liis agpregation of
ateraciions on the road for the fair this season, " On hiay
i, 1888, the Ploncer reprinted this articie frony & Frani -
fort paper: "HE'S MISSED, Thomtown Cyrus, whom many
around llere thought was dead, g stil] alive, ab inmate of
the Boone County Hume, Thomiown is dead but Cyms
Lin't,  Cyrus kso't content with bis lot.  With the advent
of spring, twitteting of hluebirds and the tippling of

babbling rill ¢'er tiny shiny pebbles, visions of Randw apons,

accordians and female attire fii1 across Cyrus’ Liorizor and
his nomadic nature is worked Wp to a hlgh pitch, When
the frost Is on the pumpldn and the pumplidn's at the fair,
thete is nothing more familiar w the sight of fairgoers

' Have you ~ Eg

missed this

Back Issue?
June 1975

We have a limited oumber of vopies of e
Tune 1975 issue for sale for 1, 0% per copy,
The magazine has 38 pages and feamres e
beginning of the series " Growing U in
Lebanon, ™ by Amye ¢ Ruby) Robinsan Iruglass.
Also included are stories oo 1isorical Markers,
Schecl Days - 1852, and Warren H. Massey,
the Boone County hermii

YOUR COUNTY MAGAZWNE

Vour permancitd reeord

of the Historg, Hevitage,

ard Happonings of
fevwie Canify,
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than Cyrus, He should be reicased and allowed o make
e more jwing aromd the ciccle, "

The last wishes of Cyres and the people were never mat
for he died May 21, 18584, at the age, ghven as, 58 year.
His relatives and friends tool hin to Thomtown and Iald
ikt to rest in the old cemetery beside his one wue lowve,
hisinather, Ou day 30, 1883, the Pioneer printed te
foTlowing: ALl the papers in the district refered 1o the
death of Cyrus Mansh - seme of diem very pathetically,
The Lafayette Call {s auxious to know whether Cyrus wiil
Play a harp or demand an accordian in the angel band, "

The showmin of ocne County lived on for 2 long dme,
the', i the hearts of many. A few can recall the sparkle
fir he eyes of their grandparents as they toid about Cyrus
witl his cart, accordlan, and doll. His pride in bis shows
atiracicd more atiention tha a three ting circus, And if
youwers ea visit the location of the otd falr grounds Lo &y
and listen closely, you migh still hear the spivit of ol
Cyrus barking his slogan, "Come on down with your five
venses, nowl You can't see the shaw fer nuffin't *‘_

Guality Groveries & Produce

el v pon desive.

Chafee Meiris

Ocer 25 years of friendly, helpfid service
10 aur cuslomers.

Allen’s Regal Market

Frome F0-TE55 Tharnfieon, Ind.

M‘M




BUGTUSSLE
BEAT

BH EM ‘Pl![ml' TH ey ML 8 BRI T

Bnbrusitk Led

Bugtussle has certainty been in 2 stare of confusion since
the February lce storm,

It all began with a couple of seemingly unrelated events
The first cocured sotne time ago, when one of the flreren
missed the drivew ay with the fire muck and damaged 2 diain«
age tlle. The damage, however, was uot discovered until
fust the other day,

Then, when the ice storm came, a downspoul pulled away
from Tke Worth's General Store and fell on the coal=ofl
barrels behingd he's store,  The falling downspout Jarred ane
of the harrels from it mounting and caused [ #0 overmm
and the contents ran into the tlle now ewposed by the broken
downspout,

Ike discoverad the accident the next moming and called
Ben Handy, ewner of Handy's Hardw ate, to make the
necassaty repairs and soon forget the whoele thing.  Few
people realized then what a tarmocil this seeminply minor
incident would causel

The coal«oil would have maveled through the tile into the
creel, west of own, had it not been for the broken tile
alongalde the Fire Honse driveway,  Socn it began rising o
the surface and was discoverad by sur enthuslastlc and
dedicated Fire Chief, Sparky Sanwin.

True to bis namre, as sooo as Sparky discoveeed the coal-

ofl bubbliag to the surface, he jumped w a conclusion! He
immediately decided thar he had discovered oill  In his
mind's eye he began 1w see & flre department that would be
the envy of every Fire Company fn the State!

s =2
il buh’h’l;ﬁﬁ l-"'tﬁwt auk c}f Yo q?

Bur, Sparky was going to need some help if his dream was
T become a reality so he called the Town Brard President
Vernon Jociicous.

Vemon, as iz his nature, was a bit dovbidul and urgad
cantlon.  Sparky's enthusiasm was contagious, however, and
of eourse, as Sparky pointed out, he could see the nil
bubbling right out of the ground! Well, the next ihing yru
koow, Lawyer Giddy the vown attomey was calied and even
he was convineed! Within the week a company was incor -
porated apd stocks were being soldt

With such leading citizens as Lawyer (Fiddy and Vernon
supporting the stock sale, they sold like hor cakes and
averyans began to Mgure out how they were going 10 spend
their new riches! Everyone, that is. but Socrares Wilson,
the beooml maker, who jost ghook kis head In wonder at the
way the rest of us were acting,

It wasn't too many weehks before the County Surveyor found
ot what bad happened znd the truth was learned, T'11 tell
you there wete some long faces around town for awhile as
Monkey ward catalogues were lald aside, along with otier
plapz oo how to spend our newly found riches.

All except Socrares Wilson, who was glad to see the town
return @@ normal.  Soc offered his help by quoting an old
Quaker saying, "If thee needest anything, come 0 me and I
will tell thee how tw get alonp without ﬂ." - ,*_

* LEAD CRYSTAL
: & MLSICAL JEWELRY BOXES
d WALLFAPER & FULLER-O'BERIEN

ME

PAINTS.

GRUMBACHER
ART SUPPLIESe

A9

FRAMES —OIL PAINTINGS - ETC,

10 N, MAIN ST, ZIONSVILLE
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Once Upon A Time Places . . .

Woodbine and

by Ralph W, Stark

Meither Woodbine nor Thernleyville
can be consldered as having been once

upon a time Boone County hamiets
although sach featured a general store
and post office for most of the perfod

of {ts existence. Woodbine consisted
of nothing more than the storekeeper's
story and 2 half frame resldence wii
a similar wooden swucture adfacent in

whick he ran the store and post office,
Thotnleyville had only 4 large two-
story frame Louse in which the
storekesper and his famlly lived with

ate extta big room bousing his store
and post offlee.
Woodbine and Thornleyville were

nov contemporaty in dhelr existence;
the former came along {n a much
later perlod than did the latter,
Abthough the sttes of hoth on the old
Lebanon “Indlanapolis Read, now
Stare Road 52, were a scanr half <mile

apart, the two were In different
wwnships, Woodbine was in the
exeme southwestern comer of the
Worth townshlp, and Thorpleyville
was in the eastern edge of Perry

. Township,

To be more exact, Thoemleyville was six miles south -
east of Lebanon in the point formed by the junction of
the Fayette Road with Road 52, and Woodbine wars on
down the road southeast from Thomleyville, The frame
house still stands at Woodbine and s in use as a famity
ome. The Thoraleyville bulding disappearad many
years ago.

There s not much w be wrltten aboutWoodbine, Its
1ffe span was so fleeting that it lef practically no “foot=
Prints on the sands of dme, * It may have come into be-
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Aburting pordons of Worth and Ferry Tewnships from an 1876 Boone
County map with locations of Thornleyville and Woodbine added.

ing in the mid-1850's but definitely had pone inee Hmbe
a3 a buslness place by the rurn of the century. It is record-
ed that a post offlee was commissloned there on January
18, 1899, to be discontinued on Decembar 15, 1828, all
under the postmastership of Evan Jones,

Incidentally, there was a neighbothood called Woodbine
in the 1830'; [n the vieinity of the Midland Rajlroad's
crogsing of the Falrview Road {County Road 500 East, ) flve
miles east of Lebanon, Livestogk Inading pans were later
located at the erossing and it then became known as




Heath's Station.

As with Woodbine, rescarching for data on Thomleyville
was equally diseouraging, FPest office reconls in Mational
Archives in washington, D C., show that £noch Thooley

was commissioned postmaster at Thosnleyvllle on Febrary -

24, 1928, with the office discontinued on famuary 18, 134T
reestablished on Jume 14, 1247, and ended fopever on
August 14, 1858, It fs assumed that the twenty years [t
existed as a4 post offlce was the actual 1ife duration of
Theenleyville.  As to whether or not Thomley was store =
keeper and postmaster for the entire period is an unanswered
question,

While little was actmally leamesd concerning Thomiey~
ville, wome literssting faets caine 1o light regarding irs
founder, Fnoch Themley, & rather pifted and unusual man,
He was bormn in England, emigrated to Amerlea when quite
young, and as 4 YOURE Man came to Boone County where
he entered several large tacts of Jand in Petiy Township,
He tnareied June Darrough, Thorndey dled In or around
1364, and he and his wife are boried in a lrde family
cemetery a short distance west of where Theinleyville was
Incated.

In 1339, when she was in the late years of her life, Enoch
Thornley's granddaughtes, hMrs, Wary Jane Schecler, of
Whitestown, wiote a most interesting letter conceming
Enceh and June Thomnley, A enpy of the lettar was given
o this wilter some titme ago by des, Schooler’s gramd -
daughter, and Enoch Thomley's great=great=granddanghter,
Wiss Puth Schodler, a retred schoolleacher now living at
Greenwood,  The letker {5 publizhed as Mrs. Mary Jane
dehoaler wiote it

wee The Lelter ww#

" randfather Thomley was a self tnade man, Hehad a
step-motier 50 mean to him that he lefr home when nine
years old, got a map to leam bim his leteers, then zot
sarmecne to write the lamters of the alphaber, then he learn-
ed to write on a soft mck in the fleld,  He was bom in
England. He never went o school a week, Grandmother
had 2 bed spread that she had ralsed the cotten and made it
ail. It is a beaury, Dave Willlams has {t now,

" Grandfather planted the apple seed, raised the young
trees, went o Kenmcky, brought back the lmbs, and
grafted them, Grandmother rode to Kentucky and carried 2
baby, and when site came back carried a two=bushel sack
of dried peaches tizd on behind her saddle, 1 always heard
the lumber for grandfather’s house was whipsawed by hand,
He was fow years in sawlng It.  Those days they Jug a well
and when It caved in, they dug apother. The water was
drawn with a sweep or a windlass, or a bucket and a rope,
They went four or five miles to help 1ol logs, of quilt, ™
wool picking,

" They went © Indianapolis to mil! antil ke got a horse
power mill of his own to grind com, They ate lots of
corn bread and hominy, had biscuirs Sunday meowming, and
coutld kill thefr meat out of the woouds,  Their lHights were

lampe made in a saucer of melred fat and a rag twisred, or
candles molded from tallow, Grandmeother never had a
coolistove until after mother was married in 1844, she
cooked by the flreplace.,

" Grandfather Thomley could read Hebrew, Greek, and
Latin, They meved here about 1838, There were four
houses henveen Indianapolis and bere, He entered 700
acees of land. The wads were blazed trees. They went
nine miles o church, carried one child in thefr laps, and
one oif bedlind. I was Sunday when Aunt tinerva chose
the burylng ground; they had been o one of the neighbors
> church,

“There were a few Indlans when they first moved w
Idiana. They moved into a log cabin, The chimney was
built of sdeks and clay. The wolves came around the
house at nfght.  There was a hele bumt through te
chimney and grandmother would put the oven lid in the
hole to keep the wolves out,  She put stme clap boaeds on
the joints and put the children on them when grandfather
went to Kentueky after a load of goods, There were bear,
wolves, deer, porcuplne, cposmim, wild cats makes,
wlid turkeys and pheasants,

"Their first house had no windows and just a blanket
for a door, The floor was made of puncheons with wooden
pegs for nails, Their clothes were made of wool and flax,
all made by hand, The mail was camried on horseback once
a month, Everybody was their own doctor. ™ ¥
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The old city buildiog oo bdain Sreet s the back deop for this photo of an earli,r Lebanan Fire Deparimént.

The man in the sulv at lefr is Tames “Jim" King. The Firenien are McCang, Assistant Chief Kinser, Chlef Ludlow,

and Dwivar Melntyre,

The fire wagon was pulled by two gallant horses, Charley and King,

History says that a "drs. MeCann was the bell tinget For the Fiese bucker brigade. "
The old ¢ity butlding howsed the fice department, stabjes Included, the cleck -treasurer’s office and the clty

couficil chambers,

A seirdy brass pole extended from the firemen's quarters on the top flour to the ground floar for quick exic

whan the cail w fire was aouthled,

This piciure was raken in or atound 1911,

~ ™" Lebanon Fire Fighters of 1800°’s =

Were Equipped With Buckets and Courage

sreneneen— by Penny Blaker Ruiz — e

In the Boone County summerthne. |

Litile buys ran barefom tdrough the dusty strears, thelr
pant=legs rolled 1o their knees, Lintle girls played with
loved rag dolls, Powntown Lebaron was a scene of quiet
bustle, broken by the weighs of waiting hotses, the sound
of voices raised {n greeting, and the aries of businesynen
exploiting their wares,

But in those gentle days of e late 1800's the tolling of
ftc: ypreat [ire bell immediately caught the attention of
almost everyone,  Lirte boys dashed ra the area of the
fire louse. HousewIves hureied to the windows to see if
stnoke was visible in their neighborhood.

Fire was a monstrous thing, . . dreadad and feared.
Most homes were of wood,  Roofs were of woaden shinples,
many dry and belitle, There was, in facz, a time in
Lebapon's histary, when the ciry fathers banned all wooden
sructures in the downtown area hecause of the exreme
fire hazard,
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Today, Lebanon's fire chief Noble Rose says thar the big
interest in and e concem for Fire hazards began afrer the
"Great Chicago Fite, ™

The City of Lebanon acquired its first fire Wagon on
December 23, 1872, The wagon cost 5150, plus 2 §5
delivery fee for transporting it from Indianapolis,

Shottly after a bucket wagon was parchased for $125,
The bueket wagon, of courss, was nsed so CAITy Waler
buckets to and from the scenes of fires,

In the early days, voluntecrs pofied the wagons ta the
fire. Bozses came Into use as mot{ve powet in 12894, The
horses were well @ained, When the fire beli tang, the
horses would tun from their stalls and stand in front of
the wagon while the firemen lowered the harness and
dnapped and buckled the seraps,

With itien on the wagon and the driver at the reins, the
fire fighters were ready to ol down Lebanan smeets and
fight the latest blaze,



As chamn Jrew Mmore squipment was needed, Just as
today there are occaglonally cltizens who balk ar any
change, s yesterday was no diffarent,

A new [fire engine was proposed, There were, howewver,
arguments.

The Lebanen Pionset in I November 14, 1373, editien
aired a rathet lengihy oplnlon, It follows:

“We are authorized to anponcs to the citizens of
Lebancn, that on next Saturday evening there will be a
meeting at the court house for the purpoze of discussing
the propriery of purchasing a fire englne, Everyone is
requested to be present and freely express their views upon
me subject, bt for fear we can nor be present we will
express our views through the Plonest, We do not belleve
that Lebanen is able to support a five company. It wil
tequire two thoosand dollars w purchase enplnes and
prepare cisterns, and make all necessary ammangements
for the company, Then our experlence has heen that
valunteer companies are of bue linle avall, and unless
thare is a consideration w each member of the company,
he wili soen loge g interest in 1t, and when a fire breaks
out he can not be found, and certainly the Hiele city of
Lebanon can not afford @ pay a company 2 salary.”

The newspaper account coptinues, pethaps getting o
the heart of the marter: "We further heljeve thar we czn
spend two thousand dellars on our streets and darlve more
henefit from it than to spend it with a fire company, The
condition that our streets are in, If a fAre should break out
during the winter and speing, the englnes would sinulate
to the mud, and force could not be had sufficlent o
manspart themn to e fire, Again we baven't the money
to buy the englnes and we are not in favee of going in
debt for them, Twe thousand dollars will macadamize
the longest sireet in Lebanon, or gavel with a good
gravel three of them, What we want more than anythlng
ele in Lebanon i3 e get out of the muyd, mavel the
street= and roads. 5o thar the citizens can get around, and
the country people can get © town with their produce,
We would ifke to have gas end street lamps; bt we are
not able and we are not in favor of going Ln debt for
thent, ., "

The Ploneer coneludes: "Bt says the sngine man, you
must guard against fire -- certainly -- but let the city
Conneil appoint a competent commitres at reasonable
wages and have it inspecr every flue in the ciny, I 1 1s
feund deficlent, order that it be made secire at onca and
se¢ it Is done, It iz the experience of all that nine of
every ten flres originate from defective fines, Therefore,
et the counell guard against fire by preventing it, it is
better than the core. The couneil should inspect and
secute every flue in the city, We should inaue our
properey, and spend dre money on the soreels and roads,
if we want prospeclty, Every cltizen should be present
on mext Sattrday night and ee that no jobs are set up in
tie interest of machine men. "

It 15 not known exactly what the resuls of tie Satrday
night meetlng were. But the next purchase of fire

equipment was made In the early 1B30's, when a hand
punip wagon and a ladder wagon were obtained.
Fricr to 1834, dhe loval fire fightars wers headed by

© acting chiefs, Mavember 12, 1494 the first fire chicl was

appoipted,  He was Charles B, Hicks,

W, C. Gerrard was mayor when the ardinance was
passed on March J1, 1280, forming the fite deparmment,
Apather ordinance was passed Nowvember 29, 1294,
organize e fire deparment,

Ia the bepinning, the city agreed to pay 'bonafide”
Hre fighters $7 per year, "if he did not owe any back
taxas,

The 37 per year salary was oot moch, However, there
was at least one "beneflt. " The firemen were not
tequired © eagage in "street labor, "

But if a firemen neglectad to attend a regular or a
defll mes=ting or falled t9 angwer a fire call, It= was fined
25 cent,

Chief Rose notes, “The Lebanon fire fighters wers mare
of less volunieer untf the department was ogranized with
a chlef, assistant chlef, driver and assistant fireman, -

The chlef also states that as date as the 1880's the fire
fighters were stifl fighting blazes with the hook and ladder
wagon. It is noted in history that at one time 2 sly
culprit siole the ladder from the wagon, The city fathers
decreed that the chief and bis Relpers consmuct a new one.

At another time, the buckers were “borrowed” from the
bucket wapon,

NO

Fooling

We'llbu glod
0 tell you about our
revolutianary heating
and coallng system
in Aprfl, or any other
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The one system that
heats and cools your flome
regardless of outside weather

Wontin's Gas

1324 W. Main St

Lebanon 482 - 1111
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Firefighting in the 1880"s was much different from the
technigues used trday,  There was 1ikde or no equiptnant,
There wete no masks.  Attire was rather informal and
offered no protectinn from extreme heat and smoke.

The original water mains in e city consitted of hollow
logs buried in flie ground.  When the fire fighters amived
at the scene of the fire they would dig a hole to the water
main, drill a hole in the maln and et the hole fI with
water k3 e in fighting the fire,

The firemen carried with tem wooden plugs which

they placed in the holes when the fire was ont.  Hence:
fire plugs.

In 1504-1855 it was announced that a hose wagon
deiver would receive a satary of $35 per month, The
chief drewr $6.25 a month, ¥

io the iMay edition of BOONE, Tour Connty Magarine,
the later years of the Lebanon Fire Depariment will be
explored, along with the new flre-fighting and Iife -
zaving procedures,

Early firemen In Lebanon were

ftop, left) Kinser, Assistant Chlef,

and Chief Ludlow; (lowen) IMelnryre,
Driver, and Fireman MeCann,

e Ei
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Chronology
of Big Fires

In Lebanon
by Ralph W. Stark

In its sarly days and up until! the waning years of e 1850's
all bomes and business bufldings In Lebanon, with the exception
of Boone Couney's smalt brick courthouse, were of woodeq
construction.  Such generally tinderdry marerial poged a
great and constant fire hazard, especially since wood =lurning
stuves apd fireplaces were used for heating and cooking, and
lighting was done with candles and lamps using the exaemely
volatile buening fluid. In fact, under such condidens, four
catastrophic conflagradons ¢8] occur {1 Lebanon's downtwg
business district between 1856 and 1872,

Lebanon scquired ofty status In 1895, and among the first
ordinances passed by the itew city council was Ordinance #17,
enacted in early Jantary of 1376, which prohibited the
erecilon of wooden smuchres in the uptown area.  Sueh
construction was banned on all sides of the public squars,
and south on Bast and Lebanon Streets o the L C, & L.,

{the ¢ld Big Four, ) railroad crossings.  Srables odier than
Mvery stables were exempted as were privies and woodhonscs,
A chronology of Lebanon's imajor blazes covering the 120

years since 1366, follows

OCT(BER 12, 1866 - Fire started on an early Sunday
morming, destroylng all the frame buildings from the alley
ar Akennan's south to Main Street, and west to include a
tavem that stood where the Bennett Furniture store ks now
located,

At the time, Swong's Mammoth twor-story building stood
on e corner where the Unkon Federal Savings & Loan
building is now, and was honslng the temporary offices of
county recorder, audiror, and treasurer, while Scoge Crrkoty s
third courthouse was being built, The holocaust desoyed
the records of all diee county offices, giving rlse o the
often volced mistaken hellef that the conpthouse once burned.
The county clerk's office was located in a frame buiiding
down Lebanon Street 2 block south and was not endanpered
by the fire that burned the other colnty offices,

MARCH 97, 1366 - Fire bumed the frame bufldings {n
what was knewn as the Zion Block on the south side of the
square from Lebanon Sweet mo the alley to e east, The
block was rebuilt before the end of the year with five brick
bulldings, four of which still stand. The First Nalional Bank
building, now the Boone County Bank Buflding, replaced the
old Zion building in 1915,
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